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Resident of the Month  

Bernice Theisen  
      

 

Bernice Pass Theisen was born to Ray and Irene (Lenzmeier) Pass on January 16, 1931. She was the second child of five, 

born to Ray and Irene. She had an older sister, Verna Sames, two younger brothers, Chuck and Bob and little sister, Jin 

Hennen. She attended St. Marks Catholic School in Shakopee from first through eighth grade. She later was in the 

graduating class of 1948 from the Shakopee Senior High School. 

    On New Year’s Eve of her senior year, she met her future husband Robert Theisen from Cold Spring, Minnesota.  They 

were introduced to each other through some mutual friends on a blind date. I think it was love at first sight. 

    On October 19, 1952, Bernice and Bob were married at 8:30 in the morning at St Marks Church in Shakopee. It was a 

very small wedding and they later honeymooned in Chicago. 

    Their 1st born, Terry arrived July 1953. They had four other children, Michael, Sherri, Scott and Kenneth. Bernice was a 

homemaker when her kids little but when they got a little older she worked outside the home at American Rubberizing, 

custodian at St Marks and later a secretary for St Marks Church. 

    What she most enjoyed was spending time with all of her eleven grandkids.  Some of their favorite things that she did 

with them were to teach them how to play cards. Some of those card games were, Crazy 8, Go to the dump, Kings in the 

corner, Solitaire. Often times she was caught cheating in the “Memory Game”, while baking cookies. The cookie Jar was 

always full in her house. Hide the button was also a favorite game with the grandkids  When giving her grandkids a hard 

time they were often called ”old bags”, and they would just giggle. Lemon drops and horehound candies were always a 

staple when going for a car ride with Grandpa and Grandma. 

     She has an adventuresome spirit to say the least. Motorcycle rides have always been a favorite as long as she could 

convince some kind person to give her that ride.  

    She always taught her children and grandchild that family is very important. To this day, all her kids and grandkids feel 

she is the glue that holds this family together. She has been blessed with 10 great-grandchildren and one more to arrive 

in January 2021. We surely do treasure this MOM, GRANDMA and GREAT-GRANDMA. She is simply the best.  WE LOVE 

YOU. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



CHAR’S     
 

Dear 2021, 

You are a new year with many expectations of what you will bring to a world filled with good and evil. A world that 
has endured challenges never experienced before. A world that is weary but not hopeless.  Your predecessor, 2020, 
is a year the world is grateful is over, dead, in the past. And now you are being asked to put together our 
brokenness. Are you up to the task? Can you, will you, make this New Year a better one? We place our hopes and 
dreams on you, 2021. As Thomas Jefferson once said, “I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the 
past.” Yes, 2021, though 2020 will always be remembered and live on in history books, never before has an entire 
world waited in anticipation of you, a new year with new dreams. May it be so. 
Sincerely,  
The World 
Submitted by Char Jorgensen 

WHAT’S YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION? 

William Vaughan, a Canadian actor,  made a great quote about the New Year. “An optimist stays up until midnight to see 

the New Year in. A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.” Which are you? Even though everyone, perhaps 

the world over, will be grateful to watch the old year end, and the new year begin, we can all resolve to make this New 

Year brighter and better in our own lives. For some making a “New Year’s Resolution” is a promise to oneself. At a 

recent session, a few residents expressed resolutions they’ve made in the past. Most kept for a day or two. One told 

about a New Year’s resolution to quit smoking over a decade ago. It worked. That person hasn’t smoked since. An 

inspirational resolution kept. What’s your New Year’s resolution that’s not impossible to keep? Share it with someone in 

TR, and you will receive a prize. Simply write it down, sign you name, and drop it off in the TR office. We will not hold 

you accountable unless you request it. We will keep your resolution confidential unless you agree to have us include it in 

an upcoming newsletter. In this moment, resolve to be an optimist and see the New Year in.  

 

 

Comforting Scripture:  

The Lord is my light and my salvation whom shall I fear.    
Psalm 27  

 
We wish to express our deepest sympathy to the Family and 
Friends of the following Residents who have passed away.  
 

Richard H.  



 

 

 

 

To rock and roll fans around the world, Elvis Presley is the undisputed King. But he never saw it that way. 

Former bandmate Tony Brown tells a story of Elvis responding to fans at a concert at the University of Notre 

Dame. A group of young women had bought an entire row of seats, and during the show, they stood at the 

same time revealing the banner they had made that said, “Elvis, You’re the King.” Elvis couldn’t help but 

notice, stopped the concert and addressed the group, “No, Jesus Christ is King.” The women sat down 

chastened, and the concert resumed.  

Elvis was a spiritual man raised in a loving, musical, and religious home. He grew up in a two-room, shotgun 

shack wearing second-hand jeans and was so poor that when he began to make money, he vowed to never 

wear denim again.  

In Tupelo, MS, people with little money found hope, community, and music in religion. His parents, who both 

loved to sing, attended the First Assembly of God, a simple wood-framed church in one of the poorest 

neighborhoods. Many of the 25 congregants were relatives. His pastor, Rev. Frank Smith, played guitar and 

taught Elvis a few chords.  

Music played a large part in worship at the First Assembly of God, a Pentecostal church. Moving to music was 

a way to experience the Holy Spirit. Music was seen as a gift, a way to openly and emotionally express 

Christian beliefs. After Elvis became famous and was condemned for his “vulgar” hip-shaking dance moves, he 

never understood the criticism. He said he performed nothing he hadn’t done in front of his mother at church.  

When the Presleys moved to Memphis, TN in 1948, Elvis met gospel singers, the Blackwood Brothers Quartet, 

through church and attended their monthly sings at a local auditorium. He dreamed of becoming a member of 

a gospel quartet like his heroes. The Blackwood Brothers encouraged his gospel singing and as he grew up, he 

tried out unsuccessfully for various gospel quartets. Only after he started to gain success in rock and roll was 

he was asked to join a gospel quartet, the Songfellows, which he seriously considered.  

He maintained his childhood relationship with the Blackwood Brothers throughout his life and never strayed 

far from gospel music. When his mother died, he asked the Blackwood Brothers to perform at her funeral.  

Early in his career, Elvis dropped by Sun Studios where Jerry Lee Lewis and Carl Perkins were recording. Johnny 

Cash also came by, and the rising rock and roll stars decided to record together. They chose gospel music as 

these were the songs they all knew. Elvis led the singing. His joy is apparent in the recordings of I Shall Not Be 

Moved, Down by the Riverside, When the Saints Go Marching In, and more.  

During his enormously successful career in rock and roll, he always maintained a connection to his beloved 

gospel music, often to the consternation of his handlers who saw it as an impediment to his image. At the 

height of his early fame, for an appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show, he insisted on performing Peace in the 

Valley in addition to his rock and roll hits because he promised his mother. He was strongly discouraged by the 

show producers but persevered and performed the song. Shortly thereafter, he released a four-song gospel EP 

which reached No.3 on the Billboard album and EP charts and No.39 on the singles chart. 

After serving in the army and quickly recording and releasing a fourth rock and roll album, he insisted on 

recording a full gospel album. His manager, Colonel Tom Parker, supported this plan as he believed it would 



make Elvis more family friendly as he steered him toward his movie career. Released in November 1960, His 

Hand in Mine, reached No.13 on the charts, went gold in 1969, and was certified platinum in 1992.  

He released Surrender, recorded during the album sessions, as his first single in 1961. It topped the charts. 

Crying in the Chapel, also recorded during the sessions, was released as a single in April 1965, going to No.3 on 

the charts. Elvis sang these songs with such emotion and intimacy, they brought tears to the listeners’ eyes. 

Under the guidance of Colonel Parker, Elvis spent much of the 1960s making movies with lucrative, 

accompanying soundtracks. Presley performed a joyful, rollicking version of a song from His Hand in Mine 

album, Swing Down Sweet Chariot, for one of these films, The Trouble with Girls. Elvis released what many 

consider his finest gospel album, How Great Thou Art, in 1967. It went gold in 1968 and was ultimately 

certified triple platinum in 2010. The album won Elvis’ first Grammy Award® (Best Sacred Performance) in 

1967. Over his career, Presley received 14 Grammy® nominations, but the three awards he won were for his 

beloved gospel music.  

In 1971, RCA issued You’ll Never Walk Alone, a compilation album of Presley’s previously-released songs with 

two unreleased recordings: the title track and Swing Down Sweet Chariot.  

Elvis released his third and final studio gospel album, He Touched Me, in 1972 and won his second Grammy 

Award® (Best Inspirational Performance) that same year. His third Grammy® was awarded in 1974 for his 

performance of How Great Thou Art from the album, Elvis Recorded Live on Stage in Memphis.  

Throughout his career, Elvis never lost his gospel roots. His backup singers were gospel groups, not vocalists 

curated especially for his sound. He sang gospel music to warm up for recording and to wind down from 

performing, often keeping his touring performers up until daylight. 

Elvis’ impact on American music is immense and his performance of gospel music brought it into popular 

culture to people who may not have listened to it if not for him. Throughout his life and especially during 

difficult times, gospel music brought comfort to Elvis. His pure and emotional recordings reveal his spiritual 

side. He said, “Gospel music is the purest thing on earth. Music is like religion—when you experience them 

both, it should move you.”  

 
Here are a few songs…….. 

 

 



Happy Birthday January Birthdays! 
    

 Resident Birthdays           Staff Birthdays 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
       

        Don’t forget you can find this newsletter on our Website    

                                     shakopeefriendshipmanor.com 

                    Follow us on Facebook at:     

                  Shakopee Friendship Manor Healthcare Center 
       

Party Like It’s 1961 

TV SHOWS 

• To Tell the Truth • The Dick Van Dyke Show • The Many Lives of Dobie Gillis • Red Skelton • The Garry 

Moore Show • Father Knows Best • Rawhide • Route 66 • Twilight Zone • Perry Mason • Gunsmoke • Mr. Ed • 

Lassie • Dennis the Menace • G.E. Theater (hosted by Ronald Reagan) 

NEW YEAR’S DAY TRADITIONS 

• Eat black-eyed peas to bring happiness and health throughout the year. • Money cooked in black-eyed peas 

means you will have money all year. • Eat lobster for good health and happiness. • If you wash your clothes, 

you will wash someone out of your family. • If you cry, you will be sorry throughout the year. • Make sure 

your salt shakers are full, so you prosper throughout the year. • Don’t do anything that you don’t wish to do 

all year. • Always wear something new for good luck during the year. • Eat sauerkraut to keep well the rest of 

the year. 

 

Bruce S. – January 4th  

Robin K. – January 7th   

Jennifer S. – January 9th 

Samantha R. – January 18th 

Carrie W.  – January 20th 

Mary J. – January 21st  

Jamie M. – January 21st 

Haley D. – January 28th 

Mary F.  – January 29th 

Jeanette N. – January 30th 

Nicole N. – January 30th  

Rose H.  – January 2nd 

Richard H. – January 14th 

Gene R. – January 15th 

Bernice T. – January 16th 

Beulah L. – January 27th 

John B. – January 29th 

Lorraine H. – January 30th 

 

 

 

 

   – January  25th 

   

 

 

 

 



January Birthday Multiple Choice 

                                          The day of each birthday is in parentheses. The answers are on back page.  

1.) Paul Revere (1st), an American patriot and silversmith, said this while riding through the Boston area countryside.  

a) “The Redcoats will be here soon!” 

b) “Here come the British!”  

c) “The British are coming! The British are coming!” 

 

2.) Betsy Ross (1st) is a popular figure in American history because she 

a) Founded the Red Cross organization.  

b) Designed and made the first American flag.  

c) Created the design of the dollar bill.  

 

3.) Russian-born Anna Pavlova (3rd) is well known all over the world for being an excellent 

a) Ballerina.  

b) Author. 

c) Circus star.  

 

4.) Canadian Bobby Hull (3rd) is known for his play in which of the following sports?  

a) Hockey 

b) Football 

c) Baseball  

 

5.) Charles S. Stratton (4th) became a popular performer with the P.T. Barnum Circus. He was 3’4” tall, full grown. Which of the 

following was his stage name?  

a) Lieutenant George Bailey 

b) General Tom Thumb 

c) Corporal Charles Peck 

 

6.) Tom Mix (5th) was a popular actor in what type of movies?  

a) Suspense 

b) Comedies 

c) Westerns 

 

7. Millard Fillmore (7th), the 13th U.S. President, ran as a candidate of which political party?  

a) Independent Party 

b) Know Nothing Party  

c) Democratic Party  

 

8. Elvis Presley (8th) sang which of the following?  

a) You Ain’t Nothing But a Hound Dog 

b) I Want To Hold Your Hand 

c) Wake Up Little Susie 

 

9. Richard Nixon(9th), the 36th U. S. President, resigned his position due to which scandal? 

a) Teapot Dome 

b) Seagate 

c) Watergate 

 

10. What position did Bart Starr (9th), the Hall of Fame National Football League football player, play? 

a) Running back 

b) Kicker 

c) Quarterback 

 

 



11. During which war was Benedict Arnold (14th) a traitor in?  

a) Civil War 

b) Revolutionary War 

c) World War I 

 

12. Which continent was physician, Albert Schweitzer (14th), honored for practicing medicine in? 

a) Africa 

b) South America 

c) Australia  

 

13. Which of the following is Martin Luther King, Jr. (15th) MOST known for?  

a) Minister 

b) Civil rights leader 

c) Diplomat 

 

14. Major League baseball player Dizzy Dean (15th) was a pitcher for which one of the following teams? 

a) New York Mets 

b) Washington Senators 

c) St. Louis Cardinals  

 

15. Which of the following books was Benjamin Franklin (17th) the author of?  

a) Old Farmer’s Almanac 

b) Poor Richard’s Almanack 

c) Webster’s Dictionary 

 

16. English author A.A. Milne (18th) created which of the following children’s character? 

a) Winnie the Pooh 

b) Pinocchio 

c) Peter Pan 

 

17. American patriots and statesman John Hancock’s birth anniversary occurs on January 23rd. What does the term “John Hancock” 

refer to?  

a) Insurance company 

b) Handwritten signature 

c) U.S. Constitution 

 

18. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (27th) wrote Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. What was his pseudonym 

a) Robert Louis Stevenson 

b) Dr. Seuss 

c) Lewis Carroll 

 

19. W. C. Fields (29th) made which of the following sayings famous? 

a) “If you want me, just whistle.” 

b) “Hello, chickadee.” 

c) “ See ya around, sweetheart.” 

 

20. Franklin Delano Roosevelt (29th) was the 32nd U.S. President. How many consecutive terms was he elected? 

a) Four  

b) Three 

c) Five 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS FROM PAGE 8-9 

1. c) “The British are coming! The British are coming!”2. b) Designed and made the first American flag.  

3. a) Ballerina. 4. a) Hockey 5. b) General Tom Thumb 6. c) Westerns 7. b) Know Nothing Party  

8. a) You Ain’t Nothing But a Hound Dog 9. c) Watergate 10. c) Quarterback 11. b) Revolutionary War 

12. a) Africa 13. b) Civil rights leader 14. c) St. Louis Cardinals 15. b) Poor Richard’s Almanack 16. a) Winnie the Pooh 

17. b) Handwritten signature 18. c) Lewis Carroll 19. b) “Hello, chickadee.” 20. a) Four  

THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR ALL THE WONDERFUL DONATIONS FOR OUR RESIDENTS. 


